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“Elephant Patrol,” reprinted from the October 1999 issue of Ranger Rick magazine, with the
permission of the publisher, the National Wildlife Federation. Copyright 1999 by the National
Wildlife Federation. Photographs reprinted by permission of Kenneth Houseman, Sr.

Chapter 1 from BECAUSE OF WINN-DIXIE. Copyright © 2000 Kate DiCamillo. Cover
illustration © 2000 Chris Sheban. Reproduced by permission of Candlewick Press Inc.,
Cambridge, MA.



PART 2B
WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING

Think about the people and animals in the selections you just read. Then answer the
following question:

Animals need people to take care of them. Do you agree? Yes or No.
Explain your answer using specific examples and details from BOTH
“Elephant Patrol” and “Because of Winn-Dixie.” Be sure to show how
the two reading selections are alike or connected.

The space on pages 29-31 in this test booklet may be used for writing down ideas,
organizing your thoughts, or writing a rough draft. Use the checklist on page 32 to help
you write your response. Nothing written in this booklet will be scored.

THE FINAL COPY OF YOUR RESPONSE MUST BE WRITTEN IN YOUR
PART 2 ANSWER FOLDER STARTING ON PAGE 2.
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Grade 4 English Language Arts
Holistic Scorepoint Descriptions

Part 2B: Writing in Response to Reading

Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

6

The student clearly and effectively chooses key or important ideas from each reading selection to support
a position on the question and to make a clear connection between the reading selections. The position
and connection are thoroughly developed with appropriate examples and details. There are no
misconceptions about the reading selections. There are strong relationships among ideas. Mastery of
language use and writing conventions contributes to the effect of the response.

The student makes meaningful use of key ideas from each reading selection to support a position on the
question and to make a clear connection between the reading selections. The position and connection are
well developed with appropriate examples and details. Minor misconceptions may be present.
Relationships among ideas are clear. The language is controlled, and occasional lapses in writing
conventions are hardly noticeable.

The student makes adequate use of ideas from each reading selection to support a position on the
question and to make a connection between the reading selections. The position and connection are
supported by examples and details. Minor misconceptions may be present. Language use is correct.
Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.

The student takes a clear position on the question. The response makes adequate use of ideas from one
reading selection or partially successful use of ideas from both reading selections, and the ideas from at
least one reading selection are connected to the position. The position is developed with limited use of
examples and details. Misconceptions may indicate only a partial understanding of the reading. Language
use is correct but limited. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions may interfere with meaning some

of the time.

The student takes a clear position on the question. There is partially successful use of ideas from one
reading selection or minimal use of ideas from both reading selections to respond to the question or
theme, but the ideas may not be connected to the position. The position is underdeveloped. Major
misconceptions may indicate minimal understanding of the reading. Limited mastery over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

The student takes a position on the question but only makes minimal use of ideas from one reading
selection or the student takes no position on the question but responds to the theme with at least minimal
use of ideas from one or both of the reading selections. Ideas are not developed and may be unclear.
Major misconceptions may indicate a lack of understanding of the reading. Lack of mastery over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Not ratable if:

HOAOW»

Retells or references the reading selections with no connection to the question or theme.
Off topic
Illegible/written in a language other than English

Blank/refused to respond
Responds to the question with no reference to either of the reading selections.
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SCORE POINT: A

Retells or references the reading selections with no connection to the
question or theme
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3

5 (WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Non-Scorable Code: A

This response provides minimal information from the text Elephant Patrol,
plus some misconceptions about the text, but does not address the question
or the theme.
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SCORE POINT: E

Responds to the question with no reference to either of the reading
selections
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3
(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Go on to the next page.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3

(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Non-Scorable Code: E

This student responds to the question, but does not reference either of the
reading selections.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3 G3

(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Non-Scorable Code: E

This student responds to the question, but does not reference either of the
reading selections.
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SCORE POINT: 1

The student takes a position on the question but only makes minimal
use of ideas from one reading selection OR the student takes no position
on the question but responds to the theme with at least minimal use of
ideas from one or both of the reading selections. Ideas are not developed
and may be unclear. Major misconceptions may indicate a lack of
understanding of the reading. Lack of mastery over writing conventions
may make the writing difficult to understand.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3
(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Score Point: 1

This student takes a position, but only makes minimal use of ideas (play
bite) from one reading selection (Elephant Patrol).
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3 GS
(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Score Point: 1

This response has no position, but does have a minimal connection from one
reading selection (Elephant Patrol) to the question (each elephant needs a
caretaker).
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SCORE POINT: 2

The student takes a clear position on the question. There is partially
successful use of ideas from one reading selection OR minimal use of
ideas from both reading selections to respond to the question or theme,
but the ideas may not be connected to the position. The position is
underdeveloped. Major misconceptions may indicate minimal
understanding of the reading. Limited mastery over writing conventions
may make the writing difficult to understand.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3 G 6

(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Score Point: 2

This student takes a position and makes minimal use of ideas from both
reading selections (Dharam and India both help out animals).
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3 G ;

(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Score Point: 2

This student takes a position and makes minimal use of ideas from both
reading selections (you should also protect animals from poachers; you want
to save an animal for example from the pound).
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3
(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Score Point: 2

This qualified (Yes or No) response has minimal use of ideas from both
reading selections to support the position (Winn-Dixie is a dog that really
needs help; Opal takes good care of Winn-Dixie; tigers need us so they don’t
die and become extinct). More details and development are necessary for a

higher score.
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SCORE POINT: 3

The student takes a clear position on the question. The response makes
adequate use of ideas from one reading selection OR partially successful
use of ideas from both reading selections, and the ideas from at least one
reading selection are connected to the position. The position is
developed with limited use of examples and details. Misconceptions may
indicate only a partial understanding of the reading. Language use is
correct but limited. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions may
interfere with meaning some of the time.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3

(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Go on to the next page.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3
(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Score Point: 3

This student takes a clear position on the question and uses one key idea
from Elephant Patrol in support of this position (Dharam’s father patrols
the park because he is guarding the Bengal tigers from poachers). While this
response contains many details from Because of Winn-Dixie, the student is
primarily re-telling the story. There is some support found toward the end of
the response (India Opal looked him over. He was big and skinny you could
see his ribs and there were bald patches all over him. But India Opal loved
Winn-Dixie anyway).
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3 |
(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)

Score Point: 3

This student takes a clear position and makes partially successful use of
ideas from both of the reading selections (they feed the elephants and they
keep poachers away from tigers, the girl saves the dog from going to the

pound ... you could see his ribs).
19
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3
(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Score Point: 3

This response includes adequate use of ideas from both stories (India
supported the dog Winn-Dixie by salvaging it from the pound; Dharam helps
the elephants by feeding, brushing and dusting them). The response would
need to show a connection between the stories to get a higher score. 20
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SCORE POINT: 4

The student makes adequate use of ideas from each reading selection to
support a position on the question and to make a connection between
the reading selections. The position and connection are supported by
examples and details. Minor misconceptions may be present. Language
use is correct. Lapses in writing conventions are not distracting.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3
(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Score Point: 4

This response opens with a connection between the reading selections (both
of the kids are telling the stories) and makes adequate use of ideas from
Elephant Patrol and Because of Winn-Dixie (they need people to wash
them because elephants and dogs can’t wash themselves. If animals eat stuff
from off the streets they can get sick. Animals need to eat stuff like hay, dog

food, and meat and drink water.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3 G 1 3

(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Score Point: 4

This student gives adequate details from both stories in support of the
position and states a connection between the stories (in the two stories they
both helped animals).
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3 G’ I 4
(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)

)lejl i m—“’/\‘“{uﬁ TleX

o\,ﬂ:m.\\s npeé FcoP\e Yo *-G\Ht CaCe

05 fLe("\. L ‘r\arln\%\ (..ATOK S‘v\ow\d "'APH?

—

Care o5 Bena)ql io)fr“ﬁ -3u+ as
Wel ~s o Ta¥e ce Xt of%

(¥
CY el o el Ler a0 . yfw Skou\é

ﬂa)r Y\‘\“ T\\em. Yow Jhouwld alse

W With y..r Pex's Xo JSeve

OTL‘QT f(\AAI\%&rG‘l C~n; mklﬁ‘;}wf‘\' “HC

Mohawt 5 Jde i\ eleCharl’s,

Of’o\\ 5«\\[{4 \r\/l'nh'DiX.&C

B, tellinn The  Stre Mafagec

5 D
ot Minn<IDixie Was hre

Aoa. Botk O[’,\l o T“\Q_

\[;Ijmz.)ef‘S Savey o~nimMalg.

Score Point: 4

This student gives adequate details from both stories in support of the
position and states a connection between the stories (both Opal and the

villagers saved animals).
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SCORE POINT: 5

The student makes meaningful use of key ideas from each reading
selection to support a position on the question and to make a clear
connection between the reading selections. The position and connection
are well developed with appropriate examples and details. Minor
misconceptions may be present. Relationships among ideas are clear.
The language is controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions
are hardly noticeable.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3
(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)

Go on to the next page.
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G15b

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3
(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)

Score Point: 5

This student makes meaningful use of key ideas from both stories in support
of the position (India took care of him. Winn-Dixie was not being cared for
when he was out in the wild and he was out of his habitat because dogs are
supposed to live in a house. The elephants were in their natural habitat and
people were caring for them). There is a connection between the stories
(animals’ habitats).
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3 G 1 6 a

(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)

/) ,/7 .4114441-.. A‘A.
/4 7 ), ) - J
A1 AN av.s., A AN T A

Go on to the next page.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3 G 1 6b

(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Score Point: 5

To support the qualified position that “Animals do need people but they
don’t need people,” this student makes meaningful use of ideas from both
reading selections (in Elephant Patrol they had to check on the Bengal
tigers because poachers hunted them. In Winn-Dixie she rescued the dog
from the streets). The connection between the selections is that both have
things that people can learn from.

29



PetermanS
29


ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3 G 1 ; a

(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Go on to the next page.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3

RITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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Score Point: 5

This student states a clear position, supports it with meaningful details from
both reading selections, and states a connection between the selections (both
stories say how they protect animals). More development of the support for
the position is necessary for a higher score.
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SCORE POINT: 6

The student clearly and effectively chooses key or important ideas from
each reading selection to support a position on the question and to make
a clear connection between the reading selections. The position and
connection are thoroughly developed with appropriate examples and
details. There are no misconceptions about the reading selections. There
are strong relationships among ideas. Mastery of language use and
writing conventions contributes to the effect of the response.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3 G 1 8 a

(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS: PART 3

(WRITING IN RESPONSE TO READING)

Are€ 0\/4'!(5 éEC@MS‘e iAe}y both are Q/?oui

&r;k:uj éo salean . mgqg /s .

Score Point: 6
This student effectively supports the position with key ideas and details from

both reading selections, and gives a clear connection between the selections
(the stories are alike because they both are trying to save animals).
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